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JACKSON COUNTY RESIDENTS’ GENEROSITY 
LIFTS UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN OVER $2.029 MILLION 

Industrial Steel Treating, TAC Receive Special Awards 
 
JACKSON, Mich.—Generous supporters from across Jackson County are helping fuel local programs 

addressing education, financial stability and health to the tune of $2,029,316. 

 That was the total amount pledged in the 2014 campaign for the United Way of Jackson County. 

UWJC officials announced the result at their annual meeting today. 

 “The generosity of Jackson County supporters sets the standard for how a community comes 

together to make a meaningful impact in people’s lives,” said Terry Mierzwa, 2014 UWJC campaign 

chairman. 

 More than 6,100 people made pledges to help others in need, exceeding the campaign goal of 

$2 million. Consumers Energy finished atop more than 200 workplace campaigns.  

Industrial Steel Treating and its owners, the Levy family, were especially supportive of United 

Way’s work in the community and with childhood literacy in particular. That earned them UWJC’s 2015 

President’s Achievement Award. 

 “Industrial Steel Treating and the Levys truly care about making Jackson a better place for all of 

us to live, work, play and learn,” said Ken Toll, President and CEO of UWJC. 

 TAC Manufacturing received United Way’s first-ever Rising Impact Award. The honor recognized 

TAC for making great year-over-year progress in its workplace campaign, with nearly 60 percent of 

employees giving in 2014. 

 “TAC is an outstanding example of a local business and its workforce showing true leadership by 

engaging  in our community,” Toll said. 

 Attendees at the event learned more about the unique challenges of the ALICE population. 

ALICE stands for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed—households with income above the 
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federal poverty level but below the basic survival threshold. The description comes from a study 

conducted by Rutgers University and released through the Michigan Association of United Ways in 2014. 

George Erickcek, an economist with the W.E. Upjohn for Employment Research, discussed social and 

economic influences on ALICE households locally and statewide. Rahmecia Willmer, a Jackson resident, 

shared her personal experiences as part of the ALICE population. 

 Toll explained the role of financial support in tackling community needs. “While money alone 

doesn’t solve problems, it’s essential to the work of United Way and our many partners throughout the 

community,” Toll said. “We’re grateful for this investment in Jackson County’s collective future.” 

 The Women’s Leadership Council also held its annual meeting as part of the evening. WLC 

reported more than 600 hours of community service by its members over the past year. AWARE Inc. and 

Community Action Agency received support as recipients of the annual Power of the Purse event, and 

Karen and Bart Hawley received WLC’s Champion Award for their community involvement. 

 In addition to UWJC’s President’s Achievement Award, the top 20 business contributors to the 

United Way campaign received Awards of Excellence during the annual meeting. They included 

Consumers Energy, Michigan Automotive Compressor Inc., Gerdau Headquarters & Mill, Allegiance 

Health, TAC Manufacturing Inc., Alro Steel, Jackson County Government, Flagstar Bank, Comerica Bank, 

Jackson County Intermediate School District, Advance Turning & Manufacturing Inc., Meijer Stores, 

Royal Adhesives and Sealants, Western School District, United Way of Jackson County, Jackson Public 

Schools, Industrial Steel Treating, and Eaton Hydraulics. 

 Also honored at the meeting were Amy Schultz as 2014 Volunteer of the Year and Hadleigh 

Buchler as 2014 Youth Volunteer of the Year. Finally, UWJC capped the evening by revealing its new 

mission statement, reflecting the organization’s collaborative approach to addressing needs: 

“Connecting Our Community for the Common Good.” 

 The 2015 campaign will be chaired by Cheryl Norey, along with Vice Chair Ted Ykimoff. It’s 

scheduled to kick off on Sept. 11 with the annual “What Floats Your Cardboard Boat?” competition at 

Cascade Falls Urban Fishery in Jackson. 

#  #  # 

 

About United Way of Jackson County 

United Way of Jackson County mobilizes the caring power of the community to provide opportunities 

for a better life for all Jackson County residents by focusing on helping children succeed in school, 

making sure families are financially stable, and helping people achieve and maintain good health. On the 

Web: www.uwjackson.org.  
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